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Use of gerunds! 

After some verbs 

You use the ing form after some verbs such as enjoy, admit, appreciate, can’t stand / help / bear, deny, 

avoid, mind, understand, consider, finish, imagine and resent. 

For example, “I can’t stand doing nothing”, or “She denied breaking the copier”. 

With other verbs, use the gerund after a preposition. 

admit to (doing) 
approve of (doing) 
argue about (doing) 
concentrate on (doing) 
feel like (doing) 

forget about (doing) 
insist on (doing) 
plan on (doing) 
talk about (doing) 
think about (doing) 

With ‘from’ and ‘to’ with some verbs 

Prevent / stop someone from doing: “He prevented her from leaving.” 

Look forward to doing: “We look forward to hearing from you soon.” 

Object to doing: “Does anyone object to me smoking?” 

Get used to doing: “It took him a long time to get used to living in a city.” 

Prefer something to doing something else: “I prefer cooking to doing the dishes.” 

After prepositions 

“Before going out he turned off the heating.” 

“I’m tired of arguing.” 

“These are used for cracking walnuts.” 

“I passed the exam by remembering the 

equations.” 

Some verbs can use either the ‘to do’ or the ‘ing’ form 

See / hear / watch someone do / doing 
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With the verb form do, you see or hear the whole action. For example,”I heard him tell you about the 

letter.” 

With the verb form ing you only see or hear part of the action. For example, “I saw her drinking a 

coffee in the bar.” 

Remember / regret 

If you use ing after these verbs, you are talking about something that happened before. “I remember 
coming here as a child” – I’m not a child any more, but I remember the times when I came here before. 

“I regret not studying.” (I didn’t study in the past and I regret it now.) 

If you use the to do form after these verbs, then you are referring to something in the future. 

“Please remember to turn off the lights.” (Please don’t forget to do it later.) 

“I regret to inform you that…” (I’m just about to tell you some bad news.) 

Stop 

“I want to stop smoking.” (I want to break my habit.) 

“She stopped to sit down.” (She stopped walking so that she could sit down.) 

Try 

Try + ing = try out this experiment. 

Try reading something in English every day.” (You may be surprised at the results!) 

Try to do = try hard to do something. 

“Please try to be quiet when you come in.” (Please make an effort.) 

 
 
 
 

Let’s have some practice! 
 

Choose the  correct answer :
 
 

 

1. Did you remember __ the milk? Oh no! I forgot! 
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 buying 
 to buy 
 

2. Dan was in such a hurry that he forgot 
__ his bike. 

 
 locking 
 to lock 
 

3. I stopped __ meat about five years 
ago. 

 
 eating 
 to eat 
 

4. I definitely remember __ him at the 
station- 

 
 seeing 
 to see 
 

5. We walked for hours, then stopped __ 
lunch. 

 
 having 
 to have 
 

6. I can't get the lid off the jar! 
Try __ a knife. 
 
 to use 
 using 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7. I tried __ him, but he wasn't at home. 

 
 calling 
 to call 
 
 

8. I regret __ her about the party. 
 
 telling 
 to tell 
 

9. I regret __ you that your application 
has been unsuccessful. 

 
 telling 
 to tell 
 

10. I saw him __ a whole cake! 

 
 eat 
 eating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Present perfect! 
 
 
'I have been to Boston.' 
Have/has + past participle makes the present perfect. 
She has lost her bag. 

 
They have taken a taxi 
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I have been to Australia 
 
The present perfect tense is used to describe something that happened in the past, but the exact time it 
happened is not important. It has a relationship with the present. 
 
I have done my homework = I finished my homework in the past. It is not important at what exact time, 
only that it is now done. 
 
I have forgotten my bag. = Exactly when in the past that I forgot it is not important. The important thing 
is that I don't have it now. 

 
As we do not use exact time expressions with the past perfect, we cannot say: 
I have done my homework yesterday 
In this case we use the past simple tense: 
 
I did my homework yesterday. 

 
Using already just and yet with the present perfect 
 

Already, ever, never, just and yet can are all used with the present perfect. 
 
Already means 'something has happened sooner than we expected: 

'The movie only came out yesterday, but I have already seen it.' 
 
Just means 'a short time ago': 
'I have just seen your brother going into the bank with a gun!' 
 
Yet is only used in questions and negative sentences. It means 'something is expected to happen': 

'Have you finished the report yet?' 
No, I haven't finished it yet.' 
 
 
 
 
 
Never: you use it mention that you haven’t done that activity in your life 
She has never broken any of her bones. 
 
Ever: You use it to make questions about an experience. 

Have you ever seen any horror movie? 
 
Since: This word helps us to mention dates, and understand when an action started. 
I have work here since 2015 
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action has spent 
I have work here for 4 years 

 
Let’s have some practice! 

 
 
Now choose the best answer to make the 
present perfect: 
 
• My parents ___. 
 
 retired yet 
 has retired 
 have retired 
 
• Your sister ___ my car. 
 
 have borrowed 
 has borrow 
 has borrowed 
 
• Have you ___ the movie yet? 
 
 looked 
 have seen 
 seen 
 
 
• Please wait. I haven't finished ___. 
 

 just 
 yet 
 already 
 

 
 
 
• Water __ found on Mars.  
 
 has been 
 has be 
 have 
 
• I have ___ all my money. 
 
 spend 
 spent 
 has spend 
 
• They ___ you a cake. 
 
 have maded 
 have make 
 have made 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Complete the following irregular verbs chart! 
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Number Infinitive Past Participle Spanish 

1 Eat   Comer 

2  Had Had  

3 Sleep   Dormir 

4 Speak Spoke   

5 Drink  Drunk  
6  Did  Hacer 

7 Give   Dar 

8  Understood Understood  

9 Stand   Estar 

10 Be Was / Were   

11    Escribir 

12  Took Taken  

13  Brought Brought  
14 Think   Pensar 

15  Bought Bought  

16 Cut   Cortar 

17  Went  Ir 

18  Made Made  
19 Steal  Stolen  

20  Put  Poner 


